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Rebel leader missing

‘Commander
Lero’ still
an enigma

One thing certain about Nic-
araguan guerrilla leader Eden
Pastora is the uncertainty
about him.

Better known as “Command-
er Zero,” the rebel leader has
confused friend and foe alike.

True to his character,
Wednesday reports about his
death were contradictory. De-
pending on who is
Pastora, 49.ddls§ppeared on a
mission inside Nicaragua or is

e in Panama.
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AP
PASTORA: Reports on where-
abouts are contradictory

A former Sandinista who
rose to become deputy defense
minister before defecting in
1981, Pastora was perhaps the

greatest military hero in the
Sandinista fight against the An-
astasio Somoza dictatorship.
Over the past four years as
leader of the Revolutionary
Democratic Alliance, he has
become the “contra” leader
the Sandinista regime loves to
hate. 'I'hga official Sandinista
propaganda machinery often
He's been labeled swash-
buckling, charismatic and an
maniac. He calls himself.a

he ClA 8 g S{AS 10
the 1984 bombing that serious
ly woun: ers, and
killed three journalists.

e sees the men In Nicara-

gua as Cains who have be-
trayed their revolution and
sold it out to communism.

— Juan J. Walte
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